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Then comes a list of the things that you will want to
cut wood for : pestle and mortar [for pounding corn] and
axle-tree for your waggon, and mallet for breaking up hard
clods ; and any time that you notice a suitably curved
piece of wood growing, you should bring it home for use
in making a plough. It is best to have two ploughs ready,
in case you break one ; one can be jointed and one one-piece ;
and you will want different wood for different parts of the
plough. Get two nine-year-old oxen ; they are in their prime
then, and they will not get fighting and break the plough ;
and get a man of forty for your ploughman—a younger
man gets bored and wants companionship—and don't stint
his food; give him a good, large loaf to his dinner.
" And mark, when you hear the cry of the crane, crying,
on high in the clouds, year by year; it gives the signal for
ploughing, and warns us of the season of rainy winter, and
it grieves the heart of a man that has no oxen. Then is
the time to feed up your curly-horned oxen in the byre;
for it's easy to say ' Give me oxen and a wagon ', and it's
easy to refuse—' I have work for my oxen.' And a man
rich in fancy thinks about building a wagon; fool, he does
not know that there are a hundred parts to a wagon.
All these one must take care to have laid up at home in
advance.'*
There Is a spring ploughing to be done too, Hesiod adds
in parenthesis ; "... turn the fallow in spring j or land
ploughed in the summer will not let you down. And sow when
your fallow is still getting lighter [i.e. before the rain]—
fallow-land that keeps off curses and keeps the children
quiet " (because well fed),
" Pray then to Zeus of the earth and holy Dcmeter, to
make heavy the sacred grain of Dcmeter in full weight, when
first you begin your ploughing, when you take the end of the
plough-tail in your hand and come down on the backs of the
oxen with your goad as they tug on the peg that holds the
yoke-straps. And let a little slave follow behind with a
mattock to**give trouble to the birds by hiding the seed.
Good advice is the best thing for mortal men, as bad advice

